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Run with Patience

The writer of Hebrews concludes his encouragement to
Christians with a command to “run with patience the
race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the author
and finisher of our faith” (Heb 12:1b—2a). Is a patient
person just someone who is not easily bored, who can
outlast everyone else or win a staring contest? Actually,
biblical patience is enduring, continuing to glorify God
by following Jesus Christ, regardless of how long or how
hard. The model of endurance is Jesus himself, who
endured and obeyed through the pain and humiliation
of the cross (Heb 12:2), not only for a few hours one
Friday, but through a lifetime of sinful opposition from
wicked men (Heb 12:3). The lesson for us is clear: we
must look to Jesus for strength and follow his example e
of doing God’s will no matter how long it takes or how  Thank God with us:
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In the meantime, we had the opportunity to spend a Pray to God with us:
long weekend in Antofagasta, which was a great blessing

and encouragement to us. We ask for your prayers that * For his grace and strength to demonstrate Christlike

God will work in us and for us as we seek to glorify him  Patience as we work through many things we cannot

with Christlike endurance. control, manipulate, or even hurry. Specifically, we desire
: the paperwork process to move quickly so we can receive

our permissions, but we know God may have much more

to teach us than just how Chilean bureaucracy works.

e For his grace to be kind and loving toward others,
mirroring Christ’s love for us while we were his enemies
(Rom 5:8). Specifically, it’s very easy to get frustrated
with people when they do things that slow us down or
getin our way.

e For his wisdom in making decisions and purchases,
because we want to be good stewards of the resources
with which he has entrusted us. Specifically, we are
actively looking for an apartment in Antofagasta that will
meet our needs and be as economical as possible (fully

S _ . realizing that living in that city will be
We enjoyed a desert hike with the Flincks while we were in far more costly than other areas).
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