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And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” 
“There is not a square inch in the whole domain of our human existence over which Christ, who is 
Sovereign over all, does not cry: ‘Mine!’” (Abraham Kuyper, 1837–1920). 

What is absolute authority? 
 We don’t really have any earthly absolute authorities: for example, students don’t wear 

their school uniforms at home; driving laws don’t have to be observed on private property; 
when you leave your place of employment, you are no longer under their authority. 

 This is why Jesus’ claim is so audacious: when he claims “all authority” (absolute 
sovereignty), this is the claim of a king. When he claims absolute authority “in heaven and 
on earth” (universal sovereignty), this is the claim of God. 

 If Jesus is God, and if he is the risen and ascended Lord, then we must gladly acknowledge 
and submit to his authority. The only alternative is traitorous rebellion.  

What does this authority call us to do? 
The following verses (vv. 19–20) tell us: become his disciples, obey his commands, and identify 
with his church. 
 Become his disciple: submit to his Lordship, acknowledge his deity, trust him as your 

Savior. 
Jesus is God, who has existed forever (John 1:1–3). But Jesus came to earth as a servant, to 
live among us—without sin, and to die for our sin (John 1:14; Phil 2:5–10). He took the death 
we deserved for our sin, and God will credit his righteousness to us if we turn in faith from 
our sin to Jesus Christ (2 Cor 5:21).  
Believing in Jesus means gladly acknowledging him, “My Lord and my God” (John 20:28; 
John 1:12). All of the universe will submit to his Lordship (Phil 2:10–11). No one will be able 
to resist his authority and carve out their own sovereignty next to Jesus’. But Jesus’ 
disciples are those who have gladly acknowledged his sovereignty. 

 Obey his commands: this flows out of his lordship. What he says we do, and what we do 
should reflect his words and attitudes. Jesus’ disciples should be becoming like Jesus. 

 Identify with his church: Jesus promised to build his church “until the end of the age.” This 
church is a group of Jesus’ disciples who are his Body, for whom he died. If we love Jesus, 
then we love his church. 

  


